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Name WIKIS, Josef K. (Dr.) 



Case No. 9035526 
Date jo July 1992 



Nationality German 

Present Position 



Cocation 
Gen. Occupation 

EVOCATION 

Languages 

Honors 



Vest Germany 



Ph.Dej Studied Mathematics 
eod Batumi Sciences, Uni- 
versity of Freiburg 
French end fegUAh 



Birtmdate 

Birthplace 

Pace 

Sex 

Marital Status 
Name of Spouse 

Chi loren 

Religion 



6 September 1879 

Freiburg 



Single 



Catholic 



Political Affiliation gee x 

Attituoe towards: U.S. 

U.S.S.R. 



I 



1 



1907-191^ 

19x1 

1913 

191*- 1910 
1916-1980 
1919 

19®- 1981 
1981-1982 



1982-1989 

195>-1931 

W33 

1933-19W 

19*1-19*5 



19*5 

191*6 

19*9 



Frofssaor, Real Qywaalm, Freiburg, 
fbm Councillor, Freiburg* 

Center Party Deputy, Baden Landtag. 

I ta*er, Reichstag. 

Minister of Finance, Bad e n. 

Madber, Qermaa Rational Assembly; Ranker, B ad en Assofely. 
Federal Minister of Finance. 

Federal Chancellor, May 1921-SoraNber 1922* Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, October 1921-5onre*ber 1922. 

Withdrew fro* public serrlce. 

Federal Minister of the Interior. 

Left Germany. 

travelled to Paris and Washington; Took refuge In Svitserland. 
Director, Social-Aid Office, Oeman Denocratic Christian Party, 
Svitserland. 

Founded the Daaokratlscher Deutschland in Svitserland. 

Returned to Germany* . 

Hon or a ry President, ATbelt Bgeaeinschaft der Badener.l/2/ 




REMARKS : 

Former German Chancellor Joeef K. Wirtfa vas born 6 September 1879 in Freiburg 
1 * Breisgau, the eon of a printer in the Catholic publishing house Herder and Co. 
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le attended the Hmanlstlc Qyanwlm In Freiburg end OA t&\ 
la this city, studying wgwitlcs end natural idMMfldl tl 
end Hi# School tender's lioemne. Be b ecme * hi# echbcl jA 
ittflL taking an internist la politics at «a early age, Jo toad the] 

Party. According to one report ha aaa elected to tba daman Bf 
vhlle mother source maintains that ha vw alactad to the Bad* 
served w a Rgichstag deputy daring World Par X l/, #en ha vai 
been .a delegate of the Oemm Bad Oross.^/ 

After the war, Vlrth w elected to the Oenssa Heticonl Aa ee W M y 
Baden Asaesfrly, in addition to nerving as the Baden Minister cf Ttmmci 
1918 to 1920. Vlrth became Federal Minister of ‘Finance in 1900 and ' “ 
of this appointment, he vw wde Chancellor, Way 1921* Be famed 
'wv w the g o ver nme n t of fu lfill m ent ! l.e*, one ready 
the obligations of the Veraalllw Peace treaty.^/ Vlrth's policy 3 
him noat dleMtnd by Oeman reactionaries. After the esse ssl nation < 

Minister Valter Bathsman la Paw 1922, he ash the gov f wow statement! 
eteht reofets,” ("the enemy la on the rl#t*)i la Invuhhsr he reslfwd* 
period, Vlrth is said to have had to fi#t both the reactionaries 
lata and strong conaenratlve teaianclw In hle ow party. Since r 
policy cf collaboration of his party vlth the parties of the right, 
voted against hie ovn party In the Belchsteg than the Center Party 
tlon vithtge Qexmm Rational Party* As one of the eta nagest Catholic party 
ante of tfe* policy of collaboration batman thia party and the Social hpKn 

ha publicly denounced the block of mil erbahUAed bou rg soa ie Vhlch 4 

by influential samiere of the Sinter Party. Viyth le eald to here been convinced 
that only a coaUtlen of tha Center Party and the Snolel Ihmoerctlc Party, 
by the daman trade unlaw, vcmld be able to fom a bwtlon against daman 
lata. Ante Identified w the leeder of the left ring of hie p a rty, Vir** 
cane Into great popularity vlth the masses of the derma left 
felt that he uaAotibtedl? vonld here been elected Prwlde&t 
the support of the Center Party .2/ 

Vlrth' a short-lived activities as Chancellor, none the leas, 

Agreenezrt of Vleabaden, the Vorld Bconanlc Conference at Oaaoa, and the treaty' of 
Rapallo, reestablishing diplomatic relations betmen Russia and Oemany and 'dilch 
la considered to harre been hla most significant political achlavmant.l/ 

In 1926, Vlrth, together vlth Herman Loeb (Social Democrat President of the 
Reichstag) and Ludvig Haw ( leader of the Democratic Party in southern Germany) , 
created the Republican Union and the political veefcly, ."Deutsche Republic”, In 
order to further the collaboration between Catholics, Social Democrats* and Demo- ' 
crate. Although he had withdrawn from public service, Vlrth visited Paris in 1920 
and reportedly had long discussions vlth Polncaire and Briaad to effect a Gerngp^ 
Trench rspproa element. Vlth Stressewan, He also represented Germany at th* 
ference of The Hague (1929-1930) ♦£/ 

In 1930 the former Chancellor accepted Bruening's offer of * 
the Interior, although he la said to hare opposed the policy of . ,,-^rr^ — 
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RaUHKS : (Continued) 

a ad favorad the return to normal parliamentarian government. Wirth’s acceptance 
of this appointment vu net vith disappointment on the pert of numerous Genua 
leftists, Damocmts sod Social Democrats because of their opposition to Draining 
tactics* With the formation of a second cabinet in October 1931, however, Virth 
vas ousted from office by President Hindariburg.2/ 



Vith the Sssi seizure of potoer In 1933# Birth vent into exile* Be migrated 
to instrla there he tried to prevent the break between the Dollfusa Government end 
the Austrian Social Democratic Party for Which he vas exp ailed* Be vas readmitted 
by Schuss&lgg, but from 1934 to 1939 he resided in Paris and worked to interest the 
Preach Government in safeguarding Austrian independence* Be is also said to have 
visited the Vatican sad Poland several tines on behalf of the Preach Government* 
lit h the Austrian machines, Virth escaped from Vienna through Italy from whence 
he moved to Switzerland Just before the outbreak of World War XX.j/ 



The sac-Chaiwall or became politically active during his residence in Svitzer- 
land ami by the Pall of 1043, after the fall of Mussolini, he vas reportedly the 
center of political activity In German emigre* circle# there* According to the 
cane source, Birth had a list of ministers ready and held the opinion that social 
reforms coming close to Communism could mot be avoided in Germany in the future* 
Another report of the Pall of 1943 stated that Birth vaated to cooperate with his 
friend Heinrich BruenLng (then In the Whited States) and added that the famous 
German s u rgeon# Dr* Sauexbrmch, mi among the "mastrous Germans 11 who had recently 
visited Birth in 8wltserland*2/ Birth also reportedly visited Paris again in 1940 
h order to lnfoad the Premch Government of the military situation In Germany after 
Bbe invasion of Vorwey* Thereafter, until 1946, he Is known to have directed the 
$oeigl~Ald Office of the German Democratic Christian Party lh Switzerland, and as 
BmHng founded the D m wl c rsttsch e r Deutschland in that country in 1945*1/ Bis Swiss 
address Is gtvwo as having been B ald en dtrasse ?, Luzerne. JJ/ 



Birth returned to Genumy In 1946 and shortly thereafter an attest was mad a 
to place his nose on the South hades COB ticket at the time of the Bundestag elec* 
Atoms* flhen this more was opposed by the right wing element of the pdrty, Birth 
reportedly turned to the fl— riung sur Tat by whom he vas listed as a camUdate for 
the Besides tag. Be later coiled towards this party, however, by reason of its lack 
of financial means ami Its almost negligible influence in hand Baden. At the seme 
time, he left the way open for fur t h er collaboration with Its leaders in the light 
of Its possible future importance la Baden *1/ In the Pall of 1948 he reportedly 
was one of the founders of the Union her Jtttte of Arthur let teres" (a Catholic trade 
unionist before 1933 who, since the war, has been a willing tool of the Conmmlst 
front WH, Association of Persecutes# of the Sasl Regime) • 



In 1949/ having reestablished his residence In his home state of Freiburg in 
Breisgsu. Birth vas made an honorary president of the Afbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Badencr (Land Association of Working Committee of Citizens of Baden) , demanding the 
restoration of Land Baden vlthln its historical frontiers. This move reportedly 
came as a surprise to many people as speculation vas rife concerning Virth* 0 sin- 
cerity, it being rumored that he vented to eventually split the Baden CDU by forming 
a People *s Party. 4 / 
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RBiARKS : (Continued) 

On 26 January 1990, Wlrth appeared at a "Sdnaacher manifestation* and rather 
severely criticised Chancellor Adenauer* Bie former Chancellor has been ; 
antagonistic towards Aflwnaner as far back as 1933# comsideriag bin a separatist 
a reactionary. Wlrth* s criticism caused acute displeasure to thsCPg In Baden as a 
result of sfalch he vas described by a party asmber as being ambitious, egotistical, 
end anxious to acquire popularity at any price. Subsequent to this sp e ech , Vifth's 
participation In the Axfreltsgfasl ns chart dsr Badeaer r epor te dly diminished. It Is 
fsilt to be significant In this respect to note that his pallet *Wbhln, Wohin 
BadenarlandT* was issued under his own signature and not under that of the Axtoeltsge- 
nelnachaft *xlch refused to sponsor It.l/ 

In the early part of 1951, Wlrth Is said to hare broken his leg while In 
Svltserland end not being tBbXt to wore about, held meetings at his bca* there be 
talked with the nan ho were interested In the reconstitution of Afae Baden Center 
Party. Among these were Prelate Foehr, Father Slut, Dr. EexnSn Person (son of the 
landtag President) , State fagr — a Court Jbstlce Peal ter char, union leader 
sorer, and a school director, Karl Sldel. Xfcr. Wlrth had always feroaeed 
reconstitution, sad It Is felt that he would probably have played an important 
role therein had he not . already been talking about going to Barlin. 



Xa Bo whs r 1951# the f omer Qeras a Chancellor reportedly spoke with French 
officials In Baden and dttcusssd various aspects of Genas national policy. Be 
geXt that attempts for the reunification of Germany were being sabotaged, and that 
aid efforts in this direction were docaJd to failure so long as the Initiative was 
heft te Chancellor Adenauer. Be stated that ha had written directly to his old 
ftlend President Hones Imadiately following Orotewohl's piepoeals in Septorixtr 1951, 
repfissting that he give than careful consideration. Wlrth hi— *1* it said to have 
received representatives of the East German Government at his host and supposedly 
off age d his personal assistance towards facilitating the opening of negotiations 
West and East Germany. 



In spite of contrary advice of Me friends, Wlrth made a trip to Berlin in 
1951 Id an alleged effort to help along the 0 erven reunification negotia- 
tions. A more unexpected outcome of his Journey vas hie letter of 1 January 1992 
to. the Bundestag and the Bundesrat urging th«a not to pronounce theaselves on the 
Mona Pisa without first consulting the German people. He stated that the political 
sad eco nomic consequences of the Scbuasn Plan would threaten the peaceful status of 
the German people and that the heart of German industry would he converted Into a 
foreign war industry, further hindering the development of Its own peaceful export 
Indus try . 1 / 

Although Wlrth claims that he made the Berlin trip on hi a own initiative £/, 
other reports hold that hi a visit was on the invitation of the East Berlin Kayor, 

Frist Reuter, acting on the initiative of Karl Schir&evan, head of the 'Vest" 
section of the SKD.J/j/ It has also been suggested that the initiative for the 
trip may have emanated in part frcra a so-called "Tauroggen Group* in West Germany. 

In any event, the SED was reportedly suspicious of Mirth's motives in accepting the 
Invitation, and supposedly believed that his 'purpose was not cooperation with the 
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eastern bloc but the e;rr- ore. lie *. of 3cr * -i intent loo** in G-rnany. Tt is pointed 
out that Wirth put moot of the- emrhssi;*. of hi* conference with Ruscl&vi rather 
than German officials, and that the questions he put to Minister Gcozewohl , 

Semenov, and Chuikov, indicated that hr van chiefly interested in Soviet policy.2/ 
Daring his visit, Wirlh also called upon other leading East German officials in- 
cluding Wilhelm Fleck an I ki r, old friend, Oi.tr IJuschfce. He met, too, with several 
members of the Governa-sii* fror. South Germany. V.-- being fro:-. South Germany, such as 
Heinrich Rau and Luivpoli Gieddle.j*/ llrnjl . craor of the Berlin GDt’ also maintains 
that he received a telephone cull fres* \ the fora ler Chancellor durl?;,*: the latter* s 
stay In Berlin .8/ 



According to J2D sources, the Russians arc said to have thought that Wirth 
is laboring under many illusions regarding the independence of German foreign 
policy, but on the whole, were satisfied with his visit, believing that even if 
Wirth did not adopt the Communist line, the propaganda effect on the Vest German 
bourgeosie made the project worth-while. 7/ 

Wirth *3 Berl'n visit, however* was deemed of little aid to the Communist 
propaganda campaign in West Germany, despite his alleged reputation among the older 
j members of the Catholic and middle class circles. Except for the KFD, the Weat 
• German parties repor tedly reacted './1th mixed scon and regret that the former 
‘ Chancellor should have* permitted himself to become tie dupe of the Camnunists. 

While the Ccomruniet invitation regarded as an attempt to utilize the former 
Chancellor to foster ant 4 -rearmament sentiment within the Center Party, the Baden 
Center grdup declared that Wirtl was not a member or the party and disclaimed 
any responsibility for hi* discussions with Easr German officials .1/ 

Upon his return to Vest German;*, Wirth announced at a press conference that 
he was planning to form a ’'movement" for German unity through free elections. He 
stated that Chuikov and Semenov had assured him that the "U33R would not use the 
veto against all -Go man elections and their result,” end maintained that the East 
German politicians were full of the be3t intentions. In thi3 respect, he was quoted 
as praising Grotevoh] for having placed German unity at the head of his Government 1 s 
program which .^e .claimed was free of any charges of nationalism. Wirth also said 
that he had fojfed an earnest desire on the part of the responsible East German 
officials to sblve the German problem via free elections, a desire which hr was 
not convinced existed in Bern a; a result of his experience with President Ileus s.o/lO, 

Maintaining a position of r?utrcT ity, the former Char* *■.*.' lor has identified 
his effort? with other neutralist elements lx West Ccrciany c-"'!i a:, the Wecsvil- 
Heinemann croup and ru*-';or riesrrVI er.10/ R*spon:;i;.V. Vest * .-r'.i :: 
who participated in Wirth 1 jreno 'onfe'enc how: 'v, eor^'’vio- ! Hr.: ir. vf^v of 
his complete r. .'e^ptanr 1 o" -V* Corwunist line, 1* v* - rtf. J irr feleav Vessel, 
71*. Gust a - *Jv.ii warn, or pu~ : : >r n too ell or wild V- propavo*’? **. ujsoctat-? elves 
directly vi th h: :n .V*. meo'vf i rco 1 report cJ.sc 1 inbod tfir'.h. with Professor Ulrich 
T'Oi-^k ' ni tho ’.varhc Circle, 1 v;‘. th« n ::~ Than 'ell-r • .V»nioi a: r .. 'rrvvefirv vffh 
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We 9 t German officialdom as veil ^.3 the West Jennet prosa and public opinion 
appear to be rather unanimous in deploring Vi.-tfcV. lapse into the status of a 
ConBunlst tool. 11 / They feel that he *s a naive, foolish old man, still living 
in the post, who is unaware of present-day political realities and; of the true 
character of Soviet objectives . 12/ The genera*, opinion of the Office of the 
French Cansftisaioner for Lend Baden is that the -x- Chancellor 'a action vas pri- 
narily based on hie feeling of self-importance. It ts thought that he sees 
hiaaelf as the hero he vas under the Weimar Republic, and that- he is convinced 
that he can help bring the West and the hast, together and effect another Rapallo. , 
Xa any event, Wirth la regarded aa having little if any political influence, a 
"spent political force*" 13/ One source has It, nevertheless, that he still Is 
a very important political lnp.uAnce, especially In the ranks Of the Center Forty# 
Which, it Is felt, would not be loath to listen to, and possibly act upon, his 
ideas about unifying the Western and Eastern branches of the P^rty.l/ Possibly of 
a aore serious lupart, however, is the Weesel-Reinemaxm collection of types like 
Wly& and Hieaoeller in their airti- rearmament program and their vulnerability to 
flkwiat line. Ij/ 
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Ihe information contained in this report does not reflect data which may be 
held in the security or counter-intelligence files of CIA or any other US Agency. 
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